Succinct Translation of the Kan Ying Pien 


By Brian Bye Sheng Chung 


AEA: CHARERT > HEA As BURCH > MIME ° | 


The Illustrious One (Lao Tzu) states: Woe and weal have no fixed 
ways of manifesting, and are summoned solely by people 
themselves. The rewards of virtue or vice follows each like a 
shadow following the form. 


FEV AGE PH? ARATE > DIESE o SN Br 
FE? SESE > PRR > AMS > ME > BRS 5 SRE 
Ak, © 


Between Heaven and Earth dwell the Demigods of Justice —they 
weigh the evil deeds of each person and reduce their lifespans by 
counts of 100 days. As their lifespans are being reduced, poverty 
and decay also manifest, with sorrow and suffering being often 
encountered. The people despise them. Prosecutions and 
misfortunes follow them. Fortune and celebration evades them. 
Evil omens afflict them with disasters. And when all their lifespan 
counts have been fined away, they die. 


MA= AIH > ALL > ORASEHE > HAH MASP 
HH HEA HH > SEBEL > MLE GEIR > SEI ° AMES > tk 
HSE © SLATE > REUTER AS > AN HIARSE ° FOB AUN > AUT SE > Ak 
REA > BAIS « 


There are also the Three Divine Triumvirs atop people’s heads — 
recording all their evil deeds and shortening their lifespans. 
Moreover, the spirits of the body who dwell within each person 
reports to the Heavenly Tribunal every two months, and so too the 
Hearth Deity at the end of each lunar month. Serious 
transgressions are punished with the loss of twelve years of 
lifespan, and small offences by counts of 100 days. There are 


hundreds of small and serious offences that all who wish to live a 
long life must know. 


Virtues: 


Fei Al) 42 > JERS HAI|4R-To walk on the path of good and retreat from 
the path of evil 

ARN BAG GE 9 ASERHG28-To never stray nor do covert wickedness 

fai (2 T-To accrue merits and do good deeds 

RAID WS 4)-To love all animals and cherish all forms of life 

ZK B-To be loyal, filial, reliable and trustworthy 

TECK A-To be a model of virtue, and encourage others to do good 
deeds and study the Dharma etc. 

FA FM E-To aid orphans and widows 

A F%' Z-To support the elderly and take care of the young 

Eide ROK > 4 ANH] B-To not harm even the little insects and grass 

AI AZ > 448A 2 22-To pity others and embody vicarious joy 

He NZ &-To meet another’s immediate needs 

WA Z fe,-To save those in danger 

BAZ > Wz To see another’s gain as one’s own 

BAZEK> WMoZK-To see another loss as one’s own 

REG \ FG > AIX OO fE-To not gossip about another’s faults, nor 


gloat over one’s own skills, privileges and advantages 


34 1 =2-To not tattle on others, but praise the good of others 
Ht & Hy /D-To give much and take little 

a lee AS 4E-To be patient and slow to anger 

BE Ay HE -To be cautious and modest when receiving favor 
tA OR #R-To give without strings attached 

Be. \AN4B M$-To never regret or revoke a gift 


Oran A? APM > RG > FAPRBE > AA? EE 


HZ 5 TPE eM > TAMIL AT SE 8 MOR TUMIE ° BIL FSA > POR 
(li > ELSA 


The virtuous are admired by men, blessed by heaven, and 
shadowed by blessings and providence. The evil cannot trouble 
them, the gods guard them and all their endeavours are successful. 
They may attain immortality. Those who seek heavenly immortality 
must first do 1300 good deeds, and those who seek earthly 
immortality must first do 300 good deeds. 


Vices: 


7ay BY JE #s fi) H-To act upon dishonorable and unrighteous thoughts 
738 11 47-To act contrary to one’s conscience 

D324, §2-To consider one’s evil to be a source of strength 
20 VERS -To be brutal, inhumane and cruel 

KEY Fa 22-To secretly hurt the kind and good 

Hey (ei FS FA-To deceive one’s superiors 

Ne 446 4E-To make light of one’s teacher 

Hy Et At S4-To betray one’s fiduciary duty 

DE Ge ie R-To abuse one’s expert status to deceive others 
ene In] “4-To slander one’s colleagues 

lag A WELA,-To be deceptive, dishonest and fraudulent 

IN it Se H-To attack one’s family members 

fill] 548 AN{=-To have a heart of stone and be without mercy 
4B BR A AR-To be iron willed in reckless behaviour 


FLIEA TS > Ie) BP Se’H’-To praise evil deeds and criticise virtuous acts 


RE PF AXIA-To extort or overwork others in order to meet quotas 
GL G-To cajole one’s superiors in order to earn their favouritism 
a AN )-To be ungrateful after receiving kindness 

AVAEATK-To harbor grievances unceasingly 


Hi FES BE-To treat the people like dirt 


= LE Bt-To plunge the governance of the nation into chaos 

i IER-To reward dishonorable and unjust behaviour 

tll Ke ft. S£-To punish the innocent 

AA SMEF-To kill, injure or maim others in order to gain wealth 

A AE fiz-To get someone fired in order to take their position 

Hkh BKAR-To massacre those who surrender 

Hz IEHERS-To purge the just and sagely 

E46 F-To grind the faces of orphans and widows 

BE VES HR-To accept bribes and partake in graft 

DAA HH > DLHHA E-To call the crooked straight and the straight 
crooked 

AHR; HE-To punish misdemeanours as felonies 

FA X-To cheer on executions or corporal punishments 

FE ANE-To know one’s faults but refuse to change 

¥\=2 4, #,-To know good deeds but refuse to do them 

FI 3E9| 4th-To lie in order to drag others down with you 

HE FETT Hit-To refuse to share one’s knowledge 

All 232 EZ-To slander the Wise and Sagely [i.e. Buddhist teachings] 

t= Bei (2-To bully the virtuous 

Set FSA ZE-To trap animals and shoot birds 

BE UE E-To dig up creatures living under the soil 

tH 7. 78 Hi-To destroy nests and seal off burrows 

FE AGAR SN-To hurt gravid animals or destroy their eggs 

fi AB 4-To wish that other’s fail 

BY A AK IH-To undermine another’s success 

fe A.A 2-To endanger others 

Iw A. A #8-To reduce another’s fair share of benefits 

DI BEF, Wf--To trade the worthless for the valuable 

DI FL REZS-To sacrifice public benefit in order to forward private gain 

#8 \.Z.fK-To steal another’s know how 

iit A.Z.32-To suppress or downplay another’s good deeds 

FA. Z.B-To publish or gossip about the scandals of others 

aT AZ F4-To invade another’s privacy 


#£, \ Ef E-To waste another’s resources 
Bit A Ep [AJ-To separate family members 
t<¢ \ At -To threaten or violate someone or something loved by others 
By A ZyJE-To help others commit outrageous acts 
VA aE -To abusively throw one’s weight around 
Je \.2KiBR-To seek victory by insulting and humiliating others 
ECA Fa #&-To sabotage another’s crops 
WEA RS W-To break up another’s marriage harmony 
7Ay a IM §S-To gloat over unjust wealth 
fay i HEH-To be shameless after evading just punishment 
7a APE aH-To steal credit and shift the blame 
1 AH ES 4#-To scapegoat and frame others 
vit St ig #-To purchase false honors 
4, HT Bazt»-To be vicious at heart 
ik \ ft fé-To suppress or cover up another’s achievements 
7 C4 - To conceal one’s own faults or shortcomings 
FE GH #3-To threaten and coerce 
ott Fe A-To allow brutality and massacres 
4a BY FK-To waste clothes 
JESS SZ-To eat meat excessively (i.e. outside of festivities) 
HM 3 T.24-To waste food and grain 
2S ss E-To use forced ot unfree labor 
WAZER > FSET EF-To commit burglaries 
RIK AUK > DS Be ke-To commit arson and intentional flooding 
ZX BLAKE > LIB A IA-To manipulate the markets 
18 AS > D8 A A-To vandalise or sabotage others’ property 
Abate. We tiyft#e-To wish that the honored be disgraced 
Ahm A. J th ae RY-To wish that the rich be impoverished 
fife. #t¢>#427-To lust after another’s beauty 
Ate. jiiitt-44t-To wish death upon your creditors 
PRAIA, (E4ERUIE-To be angry after having unreasonable 
requests turned down. 


Fb, (ast thiH-To callously jeer at another’s failure or 


misfortune by attributing it to divine punishment 


Fie A Bi S27-To mock the disfigured or disabled 


Fl fi ER] BA HZ -To belittle another’s praiseworthy talents 
JH tek JER A.-To use black magic against others 


FA ae AG 48-To poison trees and plants 
=e Hi {Hi-To treat one’s teacher with angry disrespect 
Fig 6C 5-To verbally abuse one’s father or elder brother 


mR GRR, M444 -To encroach and violate another’s rights 
ti HL - To become wealthy through looting and plunder 


14 WE¢78-To obtain promotions with schemes and tricks 

i =] AN“4-To reward and punish unfairly 

(28 jh Afi-To party excessively 

Ape PR, emi A tH-To bully subordinates and rule by fear 

JB Tt_ A.-To hate heaven and blame men 

In] JR RY-To curse and complain about the weather 

| 434 #4-To encourage lawsuits or prosecutions 

4% i HA B-To create feuding factions or partisan gangs 

FA SES252, jet40 Ptgl|-To side with the slander of one’s wife and 
turn against one’s parents. 

487 a E-To favor the new and discard the old 

[#0 JE-To say what the heart does not believe 

G@ BRM > WeRIL_E-To defraud one’s employers 

ERE EE > FEBS A-To destroy the innocent with libel 

BY \ A EL-To destroy another’s reputation and consider it just 

Be AHAIE-To self righteously blaspheme Buddhas or Bodhisattvas 

#2 IA WAVi-To go against nature 

E544 [a] i-To turn one’s back on one’s parents and favor others 

FGA HD Rea > S| HAA Ty B&72S8- To swear oaths to Heaven and 
Earth and invoke the spirits to prove one’s feigned innocence 

ik BLS HE-To regret after having given alms 

ECE AS a-To botrow without intention to return or repay 

Ay IN 4e-To seek what one does not deserve 

Fy_E}ti®-To exhaust oneself in mind and body to realise one’s goals 

PE axa BE-To have excessive sexual desires ; to be promiscuous 

it) FSi ZK-To hide cruelty under a gentle facade 

Aix f2 (2 A-To serve food unfit for consumption 


Feit RX an-To deceive the public with false and evil ideas 

A FUG RE > HRSA SNFT-To use false scale and weights 

VUAER. > $RENZRAI-To adulterate and make unjust windfalls 
JAR Fo 4 H8-To force lowliness upon the kind and gentle 

i ate A-To entrap or deceive those of low intelligence 

Ey BE AME JER-To be greedy without measure 

EHO E-To falsely swear that one is telling the truth 
2798 =F fgL-To be a boorish drunkard or violent addict 

+ Fa] t-To hate and quarrel with one’s siblings and relatives 
BAH R >» 2A 2IIE-To be a dishonorable man or hatsh woman 
AN FE 2 -To hate or quarrel with your wife 

ANE R-To hate or quarrel with your husband 

#51494 -To exaggerate one’s achievements and skills 


47 UF S-To be often jealous and envious 


4a. 47 Hs ZE-F--To fail to support one’s wife or raise one’s children 
AS Bs IH-To (as a woman) disrespect one’s parents in law 

HK [i Se Se -To neglect to honor one’s ancestors 

yew LE AP-To be insubordinate to one’s manager or employer 

VE Fy S35 -To refuse to accrue merit and instead idle away one’s time 
BepkA-.»-To favor outsiders over one’s own blood and kin 

Fy eye th-- To curse oneself and or curse others 


Ary {ein 28-To favor what one should not favor and hate what one 
should embrace. 


PE IE BE XE -To hop over stoves and wells [deities such as the Hearth 
Spirit exist in stoves]. 

DEE BWEA-To step over another person’s body or food [a 
disrespectful taboo] 

f8-$- BB HA-To encourage or perform abortions 

47 & GAARE-To engage in evil under the cover of secrecy 

Hes: His BKK BE -To dance and sing at the end of each lunar month and 
the last day of the lunar year [when the Heart Spirit reports your 
monthly/annual good or bad deeds]. 


i] A HE2S-To be angry during sunrise of the 1st lunar day of the 
month 

AT IL BIE RZ y-To spit or urinate at the Northern Direction [where 
the Gods and Deities reside]. 

PT KEIO gk 5e-To weep or revel in front of the stove 

Mtb EFF-To burn incense with stove fire 

Ax EVE -To cook with unclean fuel [offends Hearth Spirit] 

7 FEHR Re-To be nude a night [offends the ghosts and spirits—which 
exist everywhere, both in one’s home and outside]. 

J\ $4 FiJ-To punish offenders during the equinoxes and solstices 

MERA > SGML ES > HFG —=I¢-To spit at comets, point at rainbows, 
of point at the Sun, Moon and Stars [as deities are associated with them]. 

Zk X¥l AA -To gawk at the Sun and Moon 

3A EE AR-To hunt in spring [when animals are mating] 

¥tdb8# B-To shout insults at the Northern Skies 

SEN A MFT WE-To kill snakes and turtles without just cause 


Wee SE > ray > ZEEL ACS o SE AHISE 5 SCA BRE > 75 
REFER ° 


The Spirit Magistrates of Destiny measure all such offences 
carefully, and shorten lifespans accordingly. If at death there is still 
a surplus of wickedness yet unpunished, it will fall upon their 
descendants. 


Lie AIM Tat ZETA > BERS 9 A NIE 
FE > FU Ak ee > EDT a > BOG aS > LAE 


Those who have obtained the wealth of others through cruel and 
unreasonable ways will see their spouses, children and family 
members bear the punishment. They will either die, or if not, then 
floods, fires, robbers, losses, diseases, litigation and the like will 
dissipate the ill gotten portions. 


MERA > EA TI MAA ° IGE SE ae > BPA Da HC 
BK TRY ie s JERE HA > SEI RS ° 


Those who unjustly killed others will themselves be caught in wars 
and massacres. The one who accrues unjust wealth is one who 
attempts to satiate his thirst and hunger with poisoned wine and 
putrid meat. Not only will they not be relieved, but their end is 
death. 


FD ETRE? REAR AS Te AS BU EEE > EES 
Ay? MIRO ° HAST ARS > RA DCME > PARSE YE > RS 
47 > AZ WEE BE Br ANA 


Whenever virtuous thoughts arise, auspicious deities are already 
present, and whenever evil ideas are entertained, wicked spirits 
manifest—the deed need not yet be done for this to happen. 

If those who have committed much evil could repent, and 
thereafter embrace virtue and eschew vice, then they shall reap 
happiness and good fortune after a while. This is to turn misfortune 
into fortune. 


ae uae (tS? ~HA=S> =H RUE SHH ee BLA 
ae . fie TE 4 —HA = e ia meet BH AS He FZ ? 


The good man is virtuous in speech, looks only at that which is 
virtuous, and is kind in conduct. Thus, he accrues three good 
deeds a day. In three years, Heaven is bound to bestow blessings 
upon him. The mean man is evil in speech, gazes at vice and is 
wicked in conduct. As he accrues three evil deeds a day, Heaven is 
bound to smite him with misfortune in three years. Thus, who could 
afford not to heed this tractate? 


